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Question Status: Answered

Thank you for submitting a question via the HUD Exchange. The response to your question is listed below.
Requestor Name: Sharon Lapides

Requestor Email: lapidess@washtenaw.org

Question Related To: Continuum of Care Program
Question ID: 198859

Question Subject:

Determining chronic eligibility for Youth

Question Text:

In determining chronicity for a youth 18 years old. If the youth was homeless as a child, can this time be
included. Also, if the youth has aged out of Foster Care can the time in foster care be used to determine time
homeless?

Response:
Thank you for your question.

With regard to your specific questions, the time spent homeless as a child might count towards chronic
homeless status if the individual was residing in a place not meant for human habitation, in a safe haven, or in
an emergency shelter and it is within the timeframe required by the definition of chronically homeless (i.e., the
last year or the last 3-years depending upon whether they qualify as continuously homeless or 4 times over the
last 3-years). Additionally, if the youth was residing in a place not meant for human habitation, in a safe haven,
or in an emergency shelter while in foster care then that time would count towards determining whether they
are chronically homeless. However, any time spent housed while in foster care (e.g., in a group home or with a
foster family) will not count towards time spent living in an emergency shelter, safe haven, or place not meant
for human habitation.

The remainder of this response provides additional information on defining chronically homeless and resources
for serving youth and young adults.

Defining Chronically Homeless:




To be considered chronically homeless, the Final Rule on Defining “Chronically Homeless” requires that an
individual or head of household must meet the following criteria:

1. Is considered a “homeless individual with a disability”, and

2. Currently lives in a place not meant for human habitation, in a safe haven, or in an emergency shelter,
and

3. Has been residing in a place not meant for human habitation, in a safe haven, or in an emergency
shelter either continuously for the last 12 months, or on at least four separate occasions over the last
three years that cumulatively total 12 months

If an individual or head of household is considered chronically homeless because they have been residing in a
place not meant for human habitation, in a safe haven, or in an emergency shelter on at least four separate
occasions over the last three years that cumulatively total 12 months, it is important to note the following:

e The four separate occasions must be separated by a break of at least 7 consecutive nights of not living
in a place not meant for human habitation, in a safe haven, or in an emergency shelter

o Stays in institutional care facilities for fewer than 90 days do not constitute as a break in homelessness
and are included in the 12-month total, as long as the individual was living or residing in a place not
meant for human habitation, a safe haven, or an emergency shelter immediately before entering the
institutional care facility.

For more information on how HUD defines a break, please review FAQ 2752.

HUD understands an individual or head of household who is 18 years of age is considered a young adult
whose needs may be more appropriately addressed by a youth-serving program even though the individual is
legally an adult. However, the criteria under the Definition of Chronically Homeless Final Rule applies the same
for adults (in this case, individuals 18 and older) and unaccompanied minors (individuals under the age of

18). Therefore, the individual or head of household - whether a young adult or otherwise - would need to

meet the full definition as provided in the final rule to be considered chronically homeless.

Resources for serving youth and young adults:

HUD encourages recipients and subrecipients to review the Determining Homeless Status of Youth resource
(October 2015) to learn more about determining and documenting the homeless status of youth using the
definition of homelessness found in the Emergency Solutions Grants (ESG) and Continuum of Care (CoC)
Program. Although the HUD definition of homelessness, except for Category 3, is not specific to youth or any
age group, many communities have had difficulty determining how youth meet HUD’s definition of
homelessness and what is required in terms of documenting homeless status. The examples in the guide
provide hypothetical scenarios intended to help providers understand HUD’s homeless definition and what
documentation is needed.

HUD has also published the following resources related to youth homelessness:

Resources for Homeless Youth

HUD's Homeless Definition as it Relates to Children and Youth

Determining Homeless Status of Youth Guide

Webinar for an overview of guidance on Determining Homeless Status of Youth
CoC FAQ 1460 on Youth and Category 2 Homeless

HUD encourages recipients to look at the full definition of homeless as found in the Homeless Definition Final
Rule and understand the scope in which households may be eligible for assistance through CoC or ESG
funds. For more information, please review the following resources:

o Criteria and Recordkeeping Requirements for the Definition of Homelessness
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e Recording and Documenting Homeless Status Training
e CoC and ESG Homeless Eligibility - Four Categories in the Homeless Definition Virtual Binder

As a reminder, to be considered chronically homeless, the Final Rule on Defining “Chronically

Homeless” requires that an individual or head of household must be considered a “homeless individual with a
disability”, currently be living in a place not meant for human habitation, in a safe haven, or in an emergency
shelter, and must have been residing in one of those locations either continuously for the last 12 months, or
over a period of at least four occasions, that cumulatively total 12 months, over the last three years. For more
information, please review the following resources:

o Webinar and supporting materials related to the definition of chronically homeless

e CoC Virtual Binder: Definition of Chronic Homelessness and Recordkeeping Requirements for
Chronic Status

o FAQs about recordkeeping requirements

o Flowchart of HUD’s Definition of Chronic Homelessness — A flow chart that guides you through
HUD’s Chronically Homeless Definition through mostly “Yes” or “No” questions, providing an interactive
way to help understand who meets the definition and what documentation requirements apply

e Sample Chronic Homelessness Documentation Checklist — A sample checklist that provides an
optional way to help record Chronic Homelessness for those projects that need documentation of
Chronic Homelessness.

Beginning in the FY 2017 Continuum of Care (CoC) Program NOFA, HUD began offering a new type of
permanent supportive housing (PSH) called DedicatedPLUS in order to provide CoCs with a more flexible
option to serve vulnerable populations and to more effectively and more immediately address the needs of
persons experiencing chronic homelessness, at risk of experiencing chronic homelessness, or who were
chronically homeless prior to being housed and who have recently become homeless again. HUD recently
released tools to assist recipients and subrecipients on DedicatedPLUS eligibility, recordkeeping requirements,
and documentation standards:

e Overview of DedicatedPLUS: Eligibility and Recordkeeping Requirements provides an overview of
eligibility and minimum documentation standards required by HUD, as well as a sample eligibility
documentation checklist.

o Establishing Local Documentation Standards for DedicatedPLUS provides an overview of the
specific standards CoCs should adopt for DedicatedPLUS, including recommended processes for
documentation and establishing due diligence requirements.

Please note: this response has been provided based on the current requirements and guidance available.
Notices or other HUD-issued guidance in the future may change the current requirements. Additionally, the
response provided in this email is specific to the question you submitted and may not apply to similar
questions. Therefore, please use discretion in providing the response to others, as the answer may not apply
to their particular situations.

Please click on the [View Question] button below to perform the following actions:
« View your question, answer, and any applicable attachments

o Ask a new, unrelated question using the same requestor information
e Reopen this question if you need more assistance with the same question

This email account (aag@hudexchange.info) does not have the ability to reply to emails. Please DO NOT
REPLY to this email address, as all messages sent to this address will not be responded to. Please direct any
inquiries regarding HUD Exchange or its Ask A Question system to info@hudexchange.info or ask another
question using the "View Question" link located above. Please keep this email for your records.
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